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1.0 Executive Summary 
 

San Luis Obispo (SLO) County residents enjoy bicycling in SLO County. Almost 62% of survey respondents described San Luis 

Obispo County as a place for bicycling as Good, and 11.8% described it as Excellent.  

However, very few survey respondents identified bicycling as their daily or weekly mode of transportation, and a majority of 

survey respondents also identified key barriers that prevent them from riding their bicycles more often.  

The results of this survey indicate key areas that should be targeted with policy and direct action, which will enable and 

encourage an increase in bicycling for transportation, and the County’s ability to market itself as a bicycling destination.  

1.1 Survey Results  

The survey identified key barriers that prevent San Luis Obispo County bicycle riders from riding their bicycles more often for 

transportation or recreation. This survey also identified issues that would improve SLO County residents and visitors opinion 

of the County as a better place for bicycling.  

The survey results illustrated that the majority of SLO County bicycle riders fall into three major categories, which were 

relatively evenly distributed throughout the County: 

 Strong and Fearless (14.6%) – Defined as someone comfortable riding on almost any road or intersection in the county 

regardless of road conditions, traffic speed and volume. 

 Enthused and Confident (31.3%) – Defined as someone comfortable riding on certain roads with wide shoulders, bicycle 

lanes, and easy to navigate intersections 

 Interested but Concerned (27.9%) – Defined as someone only comfortable riding away from motor vehicles, or on roads 

with bicycle lanes, neighborhood streets with low traffic speed and volume, and on bicycle paths 

The fourth group, No Way No How, were respondents who had no interest in cycling. It was notable that the share of this 

type of respondent increased with age. Age 65 and over was the largest age cohort to respond to the Survey, and of those 

responses, 46% were not interested in cycling. 34.1% of these respondents also listed physically unable or out of shape as a 

barrier that prevents them from riding their bicycle more often. Additionally, almost all of the No Way No How respondents 

who listed this barrier were actually ages 75 and over. This indicated that this No Way No How segment of SLO County are not 

riding bicycles due to conditions that cannot be resolved with education, policy or programming. Instead, they may not be 

riding due to personal physical barriers likely associated with their advanced age. 

The survey also confirmed that those cyclists who are comfortable riding on almost any road under almost all conditions (i.e. 

the Strong and Fearless type) are currently reasonably well-served by the existing bicycle facilities in SLO County. With that in 

mind, the analysis of the survey focused on the concerns of less experienced and less confident cyclists, with the intention of 

addressing barriers to an expansion of their cycling behavior to use for daily transportation. 

Bicycle barriers identified by the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned respondents reported that the 

following issues, in descending order of importance, were top barriers to their bicycling more frequently:  

1. Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe motor vehicle drivers 

2. No bicycle lanes 

3. Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in route 

4. Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, potholes) 

5. Too far to travel where I need to go 

6. Weather 

7. Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic 
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These barriers corresponded to answers received for the question, “What would make San Luis Obispo a better place for 

bicycling?”   

 Concerns of personal safety and motorist behavior top the list of barriers for all cyclists, but only rank third as something 

that, if solved, would make SLO County a better place for bicycling.  

 More compellingly, barriers related to bicycle facility connectivity ranked second and third in importance for both of the 

major bicycle groups. This corresponded with the top two things identified by all cyclists that would make SLO County a 

more attractive bicycling location: More Bicycle Lanes and More Bicycle Paths.  

Bicycle barriers identified by the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned respondents indicated that attention 

should be paid to the following:  

 Construction, striping and classification of additional Class I
1
 bicycle paths and Class II

2
 bicycle lanes 

o Would address concern about proximity to speeding traffic, provide space for population that is uncomfortable with 

proximity to traffic, and address need for connection of existing bicycle facilities. 

 Increase bicycle safety:  Would address concerns related to safety, traffic enforcement and motorist education 

o motorist education about bicycle rights and responsibilities 

o law enforcement to actively punish those that violate written law and endanger bicyclists 

o public service campaigns aimed at increasing bicycle and motorist awareness 

 Increase bicyclist confidence through education 

o Would address lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic.  

 Increase street sweeping and debris removal to improve safe bicycle operating performance. Increase safety at high 

speeds from obstacles on the road 

o Would address concern about poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths. 

Lastly, these two types of survey respondents were asked to classify how often they chose bicycling for transportation or 

recreation on question three, “How often do you do the following types of bicycling?” Focusing on responses to frequency of 

use of bicycling as a mode choice for transportation, survey responses revealed the following about the Enthused and 

Confident and Interested but Concerned groups:  

 The Enthused and Confident cyclists were far more likely to choose bicycling as their mode of transportation daily or 1-4 

times per week.  

o Twelve percent responded that they used their bicycle as their mode of transportation on a daily basis  

o Twenty-one percent responded that they used their bicycle as their mode of transportation 1-4 times per 

week. 

 The Interested but Concerned cyclists were less likely to choose bicycling for transportation. 

o None of these types of cyclists responded that they bicycle as their mode of transportation on a daily basis 

o Twelve percent responded that they used their bicycle as their mode of transportation 1-4 times per week. 

This response data indicated that there is room for growth in modal shift towards daily or weekly bicycle use for 

transportation with both groups of cyclists.  

                                                           
1
 Class I bicycle paths are completely separated right-of-way for the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians with crossflow by motorists 

minimized. 
 
2
 Class II bicycle lanes provide a striped lane for one-way bicycle travel on a street or highway. 
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1.2 Conclusions 

Based on the survey data, this report recommends a focus on removal of barriers identified by these two major groups of 

cyclists, Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned. This would address the greatest number of concerns that 

pose barriers to bicycle riding in SLO County.  

The strong emphasis of bicycle lanes/paths and connectivity as both a barrier to riding more frequently and a solution to 

making the County a more attractive location for cycling indicate that it should be the top focus of policy and direct action.  

Additionally, data gathered in the 2008 City of SLO Transportation Survey (as noted in the 2013 San Luis Obispo City Bicycle 

Transportation Draft Plan) stated that “sixty-four percent of respondents would ride more with inducements (bike paths, 

lanes, etc.) related specifically to policies and projects contained in [the] Plan.” (Bicycle Transportation Plan, p 11-12). 

Reducing bike barriers by adding paths and lanes could lead to more cyclists riding for transportation.  

San Luis Obispo County has seen a seventeen percent increase in the use of the bicycle as a means of transportation to work 

from 2007 to 2011 (American Community Survey, 2005-2007; 2007-2011).  This correlates to an expanded focus on advocacy, 

education, the completion and implementation of bicycle plans and construction of additional bicycle infrastructure during 

the same time period.  

 Bicycle Master Plans: All Cities and the County have implemented current bicycle master plans 

 Bicycle Facilities: Since 2006, the number and length of bicycle and pedestrian facilities constructed throughout the 

region has increased significantly: 

o 15 miles of Class 1 bike paths & 17 miles of multi-use trails  

o 478 lane miles of Class II bike lanes, and  

o 300 lane miles of Class III bike lanes  

As noted, the Bicycle Use Survey revealed that the largest group of cyclists, Enthused and Confident and Interested but 

Concerned, were only using their bicycle as a daily transportation mode less than twelve percent of the time. It also revealed 

that only twelve to twenty-one percent of those cyclists were using their bicycles as an alternate transportation mode one to 

four times per week. Given the findings in the San Luis Obispo City Bicycle Transportation Plan and the Census data, it is 

possible that removal of the top barriers listed above would similarly induce more people to ride more frequently.  

This focus would have the potential to increase the volume and frequency of transportation and recreational bicycling from 

these main bicycle rider types. It also indicated that attention to these barriers would enhance their opinion of SLO County as 

a place for bicycling. 
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2.0 Survey Background and History 

2.1 Purpose of the Survey 

The survey was initiated by San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG) and partners to learn more about bicycling 
behaviors in SLO County. Data gathered from the survey will be used to develop programming and infrastructure investment 
priorities. The survey will also help increase understanding of the current bicycling system and its use as a transportation 
option. 

2.2 History of the Survey  

During Bike Month 2007, Supervisor Bruce Gibson noted difficulties he had trying to be a bike commuter. 
 
August 1, 2007 - Bruce Gibson suggested to San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Advisory Committee (SLOCBAC) chair Robert Davis 
a need for supporting bicycle commuter logistics such as employee bike lockers, showers, etc., to make it easier to commute. 
  
November 13, 2007 - SLOCBAC formed a Subcommittee of Andy Mutziger of San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control 
District (APCD); Lisa Quinn of Rideshare; Adam Fukushima, Executive Director of San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Coalition 
(SLOCBC); and chair Robert Davis to conduct a survey focused on barriers that discourage SLO County residents from 
commuting by bicycle. It was determined that the project should be conducted with methods that would establish statistical 
validity in order to maximize the impact that survey findings would have in local decision making bodies.  
  
January 17, 2008 - First Subcommittee meeting was held at the SLOCBC office to set tasks revolving around a survey. 
  
February 27, 2008 - The Subcommittee met and consulted with Mike Boswell, an instructor at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo and a 
board member of the SLOCBC, about survey procedures. 
  
March 17, 2008 - The Subcommittee; comprised of Adam Fukushima, Dan Rivoire, Jaime Hill, Andy Mutziger and Robert Davis, 
went over survey questions, methodology and funding. 
  
January 15, 2009 - SLOCBC Board of Directors directed Adam Fukushima to market the Bicycle Use Survey and to raise money 
to support it. 
  
January 13, 2010 - SLOCBC Board agreed to ask SLOCOG staff to add their name to the project. 
  
February 17, 2010 - Sought funding to proceed with dissemination and analysis of a county-wide survey. APCD pledged $2,500 
with an expiration date of June 30, 2011. San Luis Obispo Bicycle Club (Bike Club) contributed $1,000. Pete Rodgers of SLOCOG 
agreed to pursue a match to APCD’s contribution. 
  
March 22, 2011 - SLOCOG allocated $2,500 toward the survey and added the project to the draft Overall Work Program 
(OWP) for the 2011/12 fiscal year. 

March 2013 - Directmail.com was hired to select 2,000 randomized addresses from their SLO County resident database and 
mail out the survey. The mailing was initiated in late March 2013, and completed by June 2013.  

2.3 Partners in the Survey Development 

The following partners collaborated in creation of the Bicycle Use Survey: 

 San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD). SLO County APCD provided $2,500 of the total funding to 

administer this survey. 

 San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Coalition. SLO County Bicycle Coalition provided the staffing resources to write up the 

survey and mail out the survey. 
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 Rideshare and SLOCOG. SLOCOG provided $2,500 of the total funding to administer this survey. SLOCOG also provided 

the staffing resources to compile and analyze survey results. 

 San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Club. The Bike Club provided $1,000 of the total funding to administer the survey. 

2.4 Survey Administration and Analysis 

The Bicycle Use Survey was carried out by the San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Coalition using a computer generated random 
sampling of 2,000 of SLO County resident head of household addresses provided by Directmail.com. Those who received the 
survey were encouraged to fill it out and return it, regardless of their bicycling habits.  
 

According to American Community Survey 2011 data, SLO County is comprised of 101,993 households. Directmail.com had a 
database of 75,610 available SLO County head of household names and addresses, which were compiled from the following 
sources: telephone directory white pages, property/realty records such as property deeds, product registrations and surveys, 
mail-order transactions, aggregated credit information, aggregated motor vehicle information and census information. 

Based on project budgetary constraints, the survey mailing was limited to 2,000 SLO County residents. These surveys were 
mailed out in late March 2013, and collected between April 3, 2013 and July 8, 2013.  
 
Survey statistics: 

 101,993 SLO County head of household community size 

 350 surveys returned 

 347 surveys completed or partially completed 

 Margin of error 5% 

 Confidence level of 93.5% (based on surveys returned, and at least partially filled-out) 

Data entry for the survey began on June 15, 2013 and was completed by August 8, 2013. Survey analysis began on August 8, 

2013 and was completed by September 5, 2013 
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3.0 Survey Results/Findings 

3.1 Bicycling Behavior  

This survey asked respondents to categorize their bicycle behavior as one of the following five choices: 

1. I am comfortable riding on almost any road or intersection in the county regardless of road conditions, traffic speed 

and volume 

2. I am comfortable riding on certain roads with wide shoulders, bicycle lanes, and easy to navigate intersections 

3. I am only comfortable riding on bicycle paths away from motor vehicles 

4. I am only comfortable riding on roads with bicycle lanes, neighborhood streets with low street traffic speed and 

volume, and on bicycle paths 

5. I have no interest in riding bicycles 

 

The compiled survey results reveal that the majority of respondents, 31.3 percent, fall in the second Bicycling Behavior 

category as shown in Figure 1 below. 

 

Figure 1 - Survey Results: Bicycling Behavior, SLO County 

 
 

In 2006, Portland Oregon’s Bureau of Transportation Bicycle Coordinator, Roger Geller, performed and published a bicycle 

study which coined a new typology for classifying people who use their bicycle for transportation, or “transportation cyclists”. 

He classified these cyclists in four distinct types (Geller, 2006): 

 Strong and Fearless – “…riding is a strong part of their identity and they are generally undeterred by roadway conditions” 

 Enthused and Confident – “…comfortable sharing the roadway with automotive traffic, but they prefer to do so operating 
on their own facilities.” 

 Interested but Concerned – Infrequent bicyclists that “would ride if they felt safer on the roadways—if cars were slower 
and less frequent, and if there were more quiet streets with few cars and paths without any cars at all.” 
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 No Way No How – “…currently not interested in bicycling at all, for reasons of topography, inability, or simply a complete 
and utter lack of interest.” 

 

The results of this study found transportation cyclists across these four categories as represented in Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2 - Four Types of Transportation Cyclists in Portland Metropolitan Area 

 
Geller, 2006 

 

These four types of cyclists have since become a common typology for discussing cyclist behavior. In order to create a baseline 

for evaluation of the SLO County Bicycle Use survey, this study mapped the Bicycle Behavior surveyed in question two to the 

Four Types of Transportation Cyclists. In order to convert the five bicycling behavior choices available on the survey, “I am 

only comfortable riding on bicycle paths away from motor vehicles” and “I am only comfortable riding on roads with bicycle 

lanes, neighborhood streets with low street traffic speed and volume, and on bicycle paths” were combined and translated 

to the Portland type “Interested but Concerned”, as displayed in Figure 3 below. 

 

Figure 3 - SLO County Bicycle Behavior Mapped to Four Types of Transportation Cyclists 

Question #2, Which of the following best 
describes your bicycle behavior  

(SLO County) 

 Four Types of Transportation 
Cyclists  

(Portland Typology) 

1. I am comfortable riding on almost 
any road or intersection in the 
county regardless of road conditions, 
traffic speed and volume 

 
Strong and Fearless 

2. I am comfortable riding on certain 
roads with wide shoulders, bicycle 
lanes, and easy to navigate 
intersections 

 
Enthused and Confident 

3. I am only comfortable riding on 
bicycle paths away from motor 
vehicles 

 Interested but Concerned 4. I am only comfortable riding on 
roads with bicycle lanes, 
neighborhood streets with low street 
traffic speed and volume, and on 
bicycle paths 

5. I have no interest in riding bicycles 

 

No Way No How 

 

This simplified mapping is defined as follows: 

 Strong and Fearless - I am comfortable riding on almost any road or intersection in the county regardless of road 

conditions, traffic speed and volume 

Combines bicycle 

behavior  

types 3 & 4 
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 Enthused and Confident - I am comfortable riding on certain roads with wide shoulders, bicycle lanes, and easy to 

navigate intersections 

 Interested but Concerned - I am only comfortable riding away from motor vehicles, or on roads with bicycle lanes, 

neighborhood streets with low traffic speed and volume, and on bicycle paths 

 No Way No How - I have no interest in riding bicycles 

 

With the responses from question two results mapped to the Four Types of Transportation Cyclists, the resulting simplified 

bicycle behavior types were represented in Figure 4 as follows; 

 Strong and Fearless (14.6%) 

 Enthused and Confident (31.3%) 

 Interested but Concerned (27.9%) 

 No Way No How (26.3%) 

 

Figure 4 – Survey Results: Bicycling Behavior, SLO County mapped to Four Types of Transportation Cyclists 

 
 

SLO County responses, as consolidated to these types of cyclists, were then compared to the original Portland study, as well as 

responses recorded in a survey performed in Palo Alto as a part of their Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan. Palo Alto 

is a useful comparison to San Luis Obispo due to its similar climate and population.  

 

In comparison to the types of transportation cyclists in Portland and Palo Alto, bicyclists comfort level on SLO County roads 

exceeds the recorded comfort levels of Portland cyclists but has some room for improvement next to the comfort levels 

recorded in Palo Alto (Figure 5): 

 Strong and Fearless – Exceeds Portland by 14%, trails Palo Alto by almost 30%  

 Enthused and Confident – Exceeds Portland by 24%, is on par with Palo Alto 

 Interested but Concerned – Trails Portland by more than 30%, but exceeds Palo Alto by more than 8% 

 No Way No How – SLO County has 7% less non-bicyclists than Portland, but approximately 22% more than Palo Alto 
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Figure 5 – Comparison of SLO County Transportation Types to Portland and Palo Alto 

 
City of Palo Alto, 2012 (Figure D-3 Bicycling Confidence – Classifications of “Not currently a bicyclist, but interested in taking up bicycling” and “Not interested 

in bicycling” were combined into the “No Way No How” type for comparison) 

Geller, 2006 

 

This data suggested that focus on removal of barriers identified by the two largest groups of cyclists, Enthused and Confident 

and Interested but Concerned, will address the greatest number of concerns that pose barriers to bicycle riding in SLO 

County. Additionally, this focus would have the potential to increase the volume and frequency of transportation and 

recreational bicycling by these main bicycle rider types. To confirm this assertion was the correct basis for equitable analysis 

and decision making, Bicycle Behavior types were further analyzed by region of the County, Gender and Age.  
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3.2 SLO County by Region 

Bicycling Behavior, as it related to the Portland Transportation Types, in SLO County was broken out by region of the County. 

These regions represent survey results received from each corresponding zip code listed in Figure 6 below:  

Figure 6 - SLO Region by Zipcode 

City of San Luis 
Obispo Area 

South 
County 

North County 
Inland 

North County 
Coastal 

93401 93420 93422 93428 

93402 93424 93423 93430 

93405 93433 93432 93442 

 
93449 93446 93445 

  
93451 93452 

  
93453 

 

  
93461 

 

  
93465 

  

Each region of the County had a relatively even distribution of the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned 

category types (Figure 7): 

 City of San Luis Obispo area – 64.4 percent 

 South County – 54.1 percent 

 North County Inland – 61.1 percent 

 North County Coastal  - 56.1 percent 

This data, broken out by region, further supported the assertion that efforts focused on removal of bike barriers identified by 

the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned groups would represent the largest part of the population in all 

parts of SLO County. Additionally, it suggested that these two types of bicyclists, in all regions of SLO County, could be 

motivated to ride more frequently and for more types of activities if the identified key barriers were removed. 

Figure 7 - Survey Results: Bicycling Behavior, Types of Transportation Cyclists per Region 
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3.3 SLO County by Gender 

Bicycling Behavior, as it related to the Portland Transportation Types, in SLO County was broken out by the Gender identified 

by respondents.  

This data, as evidenced in Figure 8 below, further supported the assertion that focus on Enthused and Confident and 

Interested but Concerned barriers would address perceived issues most equitably and representatively. These two categories 

made up the following share for these combined cyclist types: 

 Male: 55.6 percent 

 Female: 62.9 percent 

Figure 8 - Survey Results: Bicycling Behavior, Types of Transportation Cyclists by Gender 
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3.4 SLO County by Age 

Lastly, Bicycling Behavior in SLO County, as it related to the Portland Transportation Types, was also broken out by the age 

identified by respondents and grouped into the age cohorts used in the U.S. Census in Figure 9.  

The percentage of bicyclists who fall into the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned types of transportation 

cyclist, by age cohort, is as follows: 

 Age Cohort  Percentage 

 10 to 14  0.0 % 

 15 to 19  75.0 % 

 20 to 24   85.7 % 

 25 to 34   62.5 % 

 35 to 44   87.2 % 

 45 to 54   60.7 % 

 55 to 59   60.0 % 

 60 to 64   57.9 % 

 65 and over    47.2 % 

With the exception of age cohorts 10 to 14 and 65 and over, the data in Figure 9 illustrates the Enthused and Confident and 

Interested but Concerned bicyclist types represented over 50 percent of all respondents in each age cohort.  

For the age cohort 10 to 14, there is only one response recorded. This respondent classified themselves as Strong and 

Fearless. 

For age cohort 65 and over, these cyclist types represented a larger share than the No Way No How type of respondent. Of 

the forty-one No Way No How respondents in this age cohort, 34.1 percent also listed physically unable or out of shape as a 

barrier that prevents them from riding their bicycle more often (survey question nine). Additionally, almost all of these types 

of respondents were actually ages 75 and over. This indicated that the No Way No How segment of SLO County residents are 

not riding bicycles due to conditions that cannot be resolved with education, policy or programming. Instead, they may not be 

riding due to personal physical barriers likely associated with their advanced age. 



 
SLOCOG Bicycle Use Survey           Page 16 

 

Figure 9 - Bicycling Behavior: Types of Transportation Cyclists by Age Cohort 

 

Bicycle Behavior types analyzed by region of the County, Gender and Age supported the assertion that a focus on the removal 

of barriers identified by the two largest groups of cyclists, Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned, would 

address the greatest number of concerns that pose barriers to bicycle riding in SLO County and would have the potential to 

increase the volume and frequency of transportation and recreational bicycling by these main bicycle rider types.  
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3.5 Bicycling for Transportation 

On question three, “How often do you do the following types of bicycling?”, survey respondents were asked to classify how 

often they chose bicycling for transportation and recreation.  

Focusing on responses to frequency of use of bicycling as a mode choice for transportation, Figure 10 revealed the following 

about the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned groups:  

 The Enthused and Confident cyclists were far more likely to choose bicycling as their mode of transportation daily or 1-4 

times per week.  

o Twelve percent responded that they used their bicycle as their mode of transportation on a daily basis  

o Twenty-one percent responded that they used their bicycle as their mode of transportation 1-4 times per 

week. 

 The Interested but Concerned cyclists were less likely to choose bicycling for transportation. 

o None of these types of cyclists responded that they bicycle as their mode of transportation on a daily basis 

o Twelve percent responded that they used their bicycle as their mode of transportation 1-4 times per week. 

This response data indicated that there is room for growth in modal shift towards daily or weekly bicycle use for 

transportation with both groups of cyclists.  

Figure 10 - Response to survey question #3 - Frequency of Bicycling for Transportation 
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3.6 Making SLO County a Better Place for Bicycling as related to Bicycling Behavior  

Survey question five asked respondents, “What would make San Luis Obispo County a better place for bicycling?”  In Table 

12 in Appendix A, all types of cyclists responses were given a weighted value based on the strength of opinion chosen for each 

answer option. The results of this weighting allowed a ranking of each answer option in terms of number of answers and 

strength of opinion. This weight is represented as follows: 

 Strongly Agree – 5 

 Agree – 4 

 No Opinion – 3 

 Disagree – 2 

 Strongly Disagree – 1 

Using that weighted ranking, it was clear that the following top five solutions would make the County a better place for 

bicycling, in order of importance: 

1. More bicycle paths  

2. More bicycle lanes 

3. Better-behaved motorists 

4. Better street pavement 

5. Better-behaved bicyclists 

These top five issues could be identified as a desire for: 

 Expanded class I and class II bicycle facilities 

 Motorist and bicycle education  

 Road surface improvements and regularly scheduled removal of debris 

However, the focus of this analysis was to learn what the largest groups of cyclists indicated would make SLO a better place 

for bicycling. To understand that, responses to survey question five were cross-analyzed to responses to survey question two 

“Which of the following best describes your bicycling behavior?”, for the Enthused and Confident and Interested but 

Concerned types of bicyclists.  

Please note, since the survey was administered by mail in paper format, not all respondents answered all survey questions, or 

even answered all parts of a given question. For this reason, data analyzed in this section concentrated on returned surveys 

where a respondent answered both survey question two and survey question five.  

Additionally, survey respondents who chose “I have no interest in riding bicycles” (mapped to No Way No How) in survey 

question two, were instructed that they could skip ahead to survey question nine. As a result, only an average of 18 surveys 

were returned with answers in survey question five from these types of respondents. Figure 11 below demonstrates that the 

responses to survey question five were more frequently answered by the Enthused and Confident and Interested but 

Concerned types of bicyclists. In total, an average of 235 out of 347 survey respondents, 67.7 percent, answered survey 

question five. 
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Figure 11 - Making SLO County a Better Place for Bicycling, Average Number of Responses by Bicycle Behavior Type 

 

 

To further understand if the Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned cyclists held the same opinions about 

what would make SLO County a better place for bicycling, the analysis was broken out by bicycle behavior type, as mapped to 

each of these two types of transportation cyclists. 

 

Enthused and Confident (93 responses) In response to survey question 5, the majority of the largest bicycle behavior type, 

Enthused and Confident 31.3%, responded that the top five solutions that would make SLO County a better place for bicycling 

were, in order of importance (Table 14, Appendix A): 

 

1. More bicycle paths 

2. More bicycle lanes 

3. Better-behaved motorists 

4. Better street pavement 

5. Less traffic 
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In response to survey question six, “How would you describe San Luis Obispo as a place for bicycling?”, the Enthused and 

Confident bicyclist chose “Good” by 75 percent and “Poor” by 15% (Figure 12). 

 

Figure 12 - Describe SLO County as a Place for Bicycling, Enthused and Confident Responses 

 
Based on these responses, attention to the following would likely increase the Enthused and Confident favorable rating of SLO 

County as a place for bicycling from “Good” to “Excellent”, and “Poor” to “Good”: 

1. Expanded class I and II bicycle facilities 

 More bicycle paths  

 More bicycle lanes  

2. Motorist education 

 Better-behaved motorists  

3. Road surface improvements 

 Better street pavement  

 

Interested but Concerned (80 responses) In response to survey question five, the majority of the second largest bicycle 
behavior type, Interested but Concerned (27.9%), responded that the top five solutions that would make SLO County a better 
place for bicycling were, in order of importance (Table 15, Appendix A): 

1. More bicycle paths 

2. More bicycle lanes 

3. Better-behaved motorists 

4. Less traffic 

5. Better-behaved bicyclists 
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In response to survey question six, “How would you describe San Luis Obispo as a place for bicycling?”, the Interested but 

Concerned bicyclist chose “Good” by 56.7 percent and “Poor” by 18.9 percent (Figure 13).  

 

Figure 13 - Describe SLO County as a Place for Bicycling, Interested but Concerned Responses 

 
Based on these responses, attention to the following would likely increase the Enthused and Confident favorable rating of SLO 

County as a place for bicycling from “Good” to “Excellent”, and “Poor” to “Good”: 

1. Expanded class I and II bicycle facilities  

 More bicycle paths  

 More bicycle lanes 

2. Motorist education 

 Better-behaved motorists  

3. Increased modal shift to alternative forms of transportation 

 Less traffic  

4. Bicyclist education 

 Better-behaved bicyclists  

 

The Enthused and Confident and the Interested but Concerned bicyclist groups largely expressed the same concerns held by 

the entire survey pool that responded to both survey questions two and five: 

1. More bicycle paths  

2. More bicycle lanes 

3. Better-behaved motorists 

4. Better street pavement 

5. Better-behaved bicyclists 

However, these two groups uniquely indicated that less traffic was also a point of focus that could make SLO County a better 

place for bicycling. Since less traffic can be most reasonably achieved by a modal shift from daily transportation by single 

occupancy vehicles to daily transportation bicycling, walking and public transit, this would translate to a desire for more 

people to choose alternative modes of transit for their daily commute.  
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3.7 Barriers as related to Bicycling Behavior  

Barriers as related to Bicycling Behavior cross-analyzed responses to survey question two “Which of the following best 

describes your bicycling behavior?” and survey question nine “How do the following act as barriers that prevent you from 

riding your bicycle more often?”.  

Since the survey was administered by mail in paper format, it is important to note that not all respondents answered all 

survey questions, or even answered all parts of a given survey question. For this reason, data analyzed in this section 

concentrated on returned surveys where a respondent answered both survey question two and survey question nine. 

Data analyzed for all respondents to survey questions two and nine prioritized five top major barriers to bicycling. Those top 

five major barriers, as represented in Table 1, were: 

1. Aggressive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle drivers 

2. Too far to travel where I need to go 

3. Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in route 

4. No bicycle lanes 

5. Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, potholes) 

These identified major barriers could be identified as concern for safety, inconvenience, lack of bicyclist/driver education and 

a need for routine roadway cleaning and maintenance.  

The analysis was further broken out by bicycle behavior type, as mapped to the two major transportation cyclist types. 

Table 1 - Top 5 Barriers to Bicycling for all Respondents, SLO County 

 
See Table 20 in Appendix A for the full ranking of bicycle barriers 

Enthused and Confident (31.3%) Fitting with the description of this type of cyclist, “I am comfortable riding on certain roads 

with wide shoulders, bicycle lanes, and easy to navigate intersections”, their responses appeared to perceive barriers to 

bicycle riding as a moderate to minor concern. Analysis of the responses to survey questions two and nine, where the 

respondent characterized their bicycle behavior to the mapped behavior, Enthused and Confident, showed that identified 

barriers were most strongly perceived as moderate. Table 2 below ranks the top five moderate concerns of the Enthused and 

Confident bicyclist as follows: 

1. Aggressive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle drivers  

2. Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in route  

3. No bicycle lanes  

4. Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, potholes) 

5. Too far to travel where I need to go  

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier 

(4)

Moderate 

Barrier (3) 

Minor 

Barrier 

(2)

Not a Barrier 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle 

drivers 106 78 58 40 282 2.89

Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected 

bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in 

route 63 67 64 75 269 2.44

Too far to travel where I need to go 78 53 52 98 281 2.40

No bicycle lanes 62 56 70 77 265 2.39

Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths 

(debris, faded striping, potholes) 36 67 95 76 274 2.23
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These results indicate that the Enthused and Confident bicyclist is most greatly experiences barriers that result from issues of 

personal safety, motor vehicle driver education, connectivity, quality of ride, and distance to travel. 

 

Table 2 - Top 5 Barriers for the Enthused and Confident Respondent, SLO County 

 
See Table 20 in Appendix A for the full ranking of bicycle barriers for the Enthused and Confident bicyclist 
 

Interested but Concerned (27.9%) These types of respondents also did not appear to perceive many barriers to bicycle riding 

as a major concern. Analysis of the responses to survey questions two and nine, where the respondent characterized their 

bicycle behavior to the mapped behavior, Interested but Concerned, showed that identified barriers, with the exception of the 

top barrier, were most strongly perceived as moderate. Table 3 below ranks the top five barriers as responded to by the 

Interested but Concerned bicyclist: 

1. Aggressive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle drivers 

2. No bicycle lanes 

3. Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in route 

4. Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic  

5. Too far to travel where I need to go 

 

These identified concerns aligned with the definition of this type of cyclist, “I am only comfortable riding on bicycle paths 

away from motor vehicles, or on roads with bicycle lanes, neighborhood streets with low traffic speed and volume, and on 

bicycle paths.”  They indicate that the Interested but Concerned bicyclist find issues of personal safety, motor vehicle driver 

education, connectivity, bicycling experience and confidence and distance to travel to be of greatest concern.  

 

These bicyclists are more intimidated by issues of bicycling confidence than their counterparts, and do not list quality of ride 

as a top barrier to riding more frequently.  

 

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier 

(4)

Moderate 

Barrier (3) 

Minor 

Barrier 

(2)

Not a 

Barrier 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe 

motor vehicle drivers 31 34 25 9 99 2.88
Gaps in the bicycling network 

(disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) 

or unsafe Intersections in route 20 32 28 16 96 2.58

No bicycle lanes 17 30 35 15 97 2.51

Poorly maintained bicycle 

lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, 

potholes) 11 24 48 14 97 2.33

Too far to travel where I need to go 19 25 19 35 98 2.29
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Table 3 - Top 5 Barriers for the Interested but Concerned Respondent, SLO County 

 
See Table 22 in Appendix A for the full ranking of bicycle barriers for the Interested but Concerned bicyclist 

 

Bicycle barriers identified by the combined respondent groups, Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned, 

reported that the following issues, in descending order of importance, were barriers to their bicycling more frequently (see 

Table 4) :  

1. Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe motor vehicle drivers 

2. No bicycle lanes 

3. Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in route 

4. Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, potholes) 

5. Too far to travel where I need to go 

6. Weather 

7. Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic 

 

Table 4 - Top Barriers for combined respondent groups, Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned, SLO County 

 
See Table 23 in Appendix A for the full ranking of bicycle barriers for the Interested but Concerned bicyclist 

 

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier

Moderate 

Barrier

Minor 

Barrier

Not a 

Barrier

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe 

motor vehicle drivers 43 24 8 10 85 3.18

No bicycle lanes 29 16 14 20 79 2.68

Gaps in the bicycling network 

(disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) 

or unsafe Intersections in route 23 21 15 22 81 2.56

Lack of confidence for bicycling in 

traffic 18 25 21 19 83 2.51

Too far to travel where I need to go 22 14 16 30 82 2.34

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier 

(4)

Moderate 

Barrier (3) 

Minor 

Barrier 

(2)

Not a 

Barrier 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe motor 

vehicle drivers 74 58 33 19 184 3.02

No bicycle lanes 46 46 49 35 176 2.59

Gaps in the bicycling network 

(disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or 

unsafe Intersections in route 43 53 43 38 177 2.57

Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths 

(debris, faded striping, potholes) 28 52 60 41 181 2.37

Too far to travel where I need to go 33 38 64 44 179 2.34

Weather 17 38 70 52 177 2.11

Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic 21 38 37 86 182 1.97
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These barriers corresponded to answers received for survey question five, “What would make SLO County a better place for 

bicycling?”   

 Concerns of personal safety and motorist behavior top the list of barriers for all cyclists, but only rank third as something 

that, if solved, would make SLO County a better place for bicycling.  

 More compellingly, barriers related to bicycle facility connectivity ranked second and third in importance for both of the 

major bicycle groups. This corresponded with the top two things identified by all cyclists that would make SLO County a 

more attractive bicycling location: More Bicycle Lanes and More Bicycle Paths.  

 

The strong emphasis of bicycle lanes/paths and connectivity as barriers to riding more frequently and a solution to making the 

County a more attractive location for cycling indicate that it should be the top focus of policy and direct action.  
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Appendix A: Bike Barrier Survey Responses 
 

Table 5 – Response to Survey Question #1: How often do you use the following forms of transportation?  (For 

each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 

Table 6 – Response to Survey Question #1: How often do you use the following forms of transportation?  (Other - 

fill in the blank) 

Frequency Write-in response 

Daily Drive with one person 

Daily Drive with spouse 

1-4 x per month Driven   

1-4 x per month Driven in car 

1-4 x per month Funride 

N/A I like riding bikes, just don’t own one right now 

1-4 x per week Moped 

1-4 x per month Motorcycle 

1-4 x per week Motorcycle 

1-4 x per week Motorcycle 

1-4 x per year Pilot 

1-4 x per week Ride w/friend 

1-4 x per week Run 

1-4 x per week Run 

1-4 x per week Skateboard 

N/A Some timer my worker. Try courty. 

1-4 x per month Stationary Bike 

1-4 x per year Taxi 

N/A Would walk more if we had sidewalks so it would be safe to 
walk. 

Write-in responses - 19 
Skipped question - 328 
 

Answer Options Daily (5)

1-4 x per 

week (4)

1-4 x per 

month (3)

1-4 x per 

year (2) Never (1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Bicycle 16 71 60 50 118 315 2.42

Bus/Public Transportation 1 6 5 58 203 273 1.33

Carpool/Vanpool 15 22 27 33 177 274 1.78

Drive Alone 167 115 16 5 13 316 4.32

Walk 87 89 51 29 42 298 3.50

answered question, average of 295

skipped question, average of 52

Question 1. How often do you use the following forms of transportation?

(For each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column)
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Table 7 – Response to Survey Question #2: Which of the following best describes your bicycling behavior?  

(Select one) 

  

Table 8 – Response to Survey Question 2: Which of the following best describes your bicycling behavior? (as 

Interpreted in the Portland Model) 

 

Table 9 - Response to Survey Question #3: How often do you do the following types of bicycling?  (For each row 

mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 

  

Question 2. Which of the following best describes your bicycling behavior? (select one)

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

I am comfortable riding on almost any road or intersection in the county regardless of road 

conditions, traffic speed and volume 47 15%

I am comfortable riding on certain roads with wide shoulders, bicycle lanes, and easy to 

navigate intersections 101 31%

I am only comfortable riding on bicycle paths away from motor vehicles 30 9%

I am only comfortable riding on roads with bicycle lanes, neighborhood streets with low 

street traffic speed and volume, and on bicycle paths 60 19%

I have no interest in riding bicycles 85 26%

answered question 323

skipped question 24

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

Strong and Fearless - I am comfortable riding on almost any road or 

intersection in the county regardless of road conditions, traffic speed and 

volume 47 15%

Enthused and Confident - I am comfortable riding on certain roads with wide 

shoulders, bicycle lanes,and easy to navigate intersections 101 31%

Interested but Concerned - I am only comfortable riding on bicycle paths away 

from motor vehicles, or on roads with bicycle lanes, neighborhood streets 

with low traffic speed and volume, and on bicycle paths 90 28%

No Way No How - I have no interest in riding bicycles 85 26%

answered question 323

skipped question 24

Answer Options

Daily 

(5)

1-4 x per 

week (4)

1-4 x per 

month (3)

1-4 x per 

year (2)

Never 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Bicycling for recreation 8 77 75 71 31 262 2.85

Bicycling for transportation 11 31 42 43 104 231 2.14

answered question, average of 247

skipped question, average of 101
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Table 10 - Response to Survey Question #3: How often do you do the following types of bicycling?  (Other - fill in 

the blank) 

Frequency Write-in response 

1-4 x per week Jogging 

N/A Friends or worker 

1-4 x per year Bob Jones Trail 

1-4 x per year Vacations 

N/A None 

1-4 x per month Stationary Bike 

1-4 x per month Don't own a bike, but if I 
did… 

Daily Single file only 

1-4 x per week Mt bike 

N/A Gym 

Write-in responses - 10 
Skipped question - 337 

Table 11 - Response to Survey Question #4: How often do you ride your bicycle in the following areas? (For each 

row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 

Table 12 - Response to Survey Question #5: What would make San Luis Obispo County a better place for 

bicycling?  (For each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 

 

Answer Options Daily (5)

1-4 x per 

week (4)

1-4 x 

per 

1-4 x per 

year (2) Never (1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

City of San Luis 

Obispo Area 9 28 28 55 109 229 2.01

North County 

Coastal 8 20 24 47 120 219 1.85

 South County 0 23 25 43 128 219 1.74

North County 

Inland 3 20 27 32 134 216 1.73

answered question, average of 221

skipped question, average of 126

Answer Options

Strongly 

Agree (5)

Agree 

(4)

No 

Opinion 

(3)

Disagree 

(2)

Strongly 

Disagree 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score
More bicycle paths 124 74 32 5 7 242 4.25
More bicycle lanes 108 81 32 10 6 237 4.16

Better-behaved motorists 83 104 32 12 6 237 4.04
Better street pavement 79 96 43 7 8 233 3.99

Better-behaved bicyclists 64 87 57 16 7 231 3.80
Less traffic 62 75 65 15 4 221 3.80

Better bicycle parking 37 76 91 15 6 225 3.55

answered question, average of 232

skipped question, average of 115
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Table 13 - Response to Survey Question #5: What would make San Luis Obispo County a better place for 

bicycling?  (Other - fill in the blank) 

Opinion Write-in response 

Strongly Agree Bikers taking bike safety course 

Strongly Agree Better signage 

N/A Spend the money on road improvements 

N/A Class 1!!! 

N/A Shoulder to ride on if not an actual bike lane 

Strongly Agree A park for bicycles 

Agree More trails 

Strongly Agree cars not parking in bike lane 

N/A Cleaner pavement near curbs where bikes frequently ride 

N/A Motorist education. Like trying to beat cyclists on a right hand turn 

Strongly Agree More pancakes 

N/A Dangerous to ride thru Oceano to Nipomo to Guadalupe because narrow poorly 
maintained road but beautiful area. It would be so fierce if it could be more bike 
safe/friendly. I'd ride to work if not for dangers as discussed here.  

N/A Wider bicycle lanes 

N/A Would ride lots if off road paths were available so kids will be safe!! 

N/A It is currently good for bicyclists 

N/A Ban bicycles on county roads 

Strongly Agree More bike racks on RTA buses. RTA 10, please, @7am route from the Pismo Outlets. 

Strongly Agree More bike boulevards or connecting paths 

Strongly Agree I have lived here for 7 years. Have not cycled here. I wanted to pick the 4th column 
(question 2), however I would love to ride a bicycle if all of #5 was done. 

N/A South County great, North County not so great 

Strongly Agree Less rude motorist and especially bicyclists 

Strongly Agree Bigger shoulders on heavily biked areas 

N/A A path that connected SLO to the Morro Bay to Los Osos coastal towns. 

N/A Licensing cyclists or making them get a permit so they obey traffic laws and not ride on 
sidewalks. Some areas too accommodating to cyclists. 

N/A More sharrows, more enforcement of no cellphones while driving, more cyclists 

N/A Bob Jones finished 

N/A Keep bicycles off highway 41 

N/A Cars are too close and drivers are too preoccupied. But also some bike riders do not 
follow street signs and do stupid things as well. 

N/A Bike path from Morro Bay to Cayucos 

Write-in responses - 29 
Skipped question - 318 
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Table 14 - "Enthused and Confident" Response to Survey Question #5: What would make San Luis Obispo County 

a better place for bicycling?  (For each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 

Table 15 - "Interested but Concerned" Response to Survey Question #5: What would make San Luis Obispo 

County a better place for bicycling?  (For each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 

Table 16 - Response to Survey Question #6: How would you describe San Luis Obispo County as a place for 

bicycling? (Select one) 

  

Answer Options

Strongly 

Agree (5)

Agree 

(4)

No Opinion 

(3)

Disagree 

(2)

Strongly 

Disagree (1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

More bicycle paths 58 33 5 1 1 98 4.49

More bicycle lanes 56 30 8 3 0 97 4.43

Better-behaved motorists 39 45 7 4 1 96 4.22

Better street pavement 37 40 11 3 1 92 4.18

Less traffic 21 37 21 5 1 85 3.85

Better bicycle parking 18 33 32 4 3 90 3.66

Better-behaved bicyclists 20 39 20 8 6 93 3.63

answered question, average of 93

skipped question, average of 254

Answer Options

Strongly 

Agree (5)

Agree 

(4)

No Opinion 

(3)

Disagree 

(2)

Strongly 

Disagree (1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

More bicycle paths 48 20 11 2 2 83 4.33

More bicycle lanes 35 25 12 4 3 79 4.08

Better-behaved motorists 32 28 14 5 3 82 3.99

Less traffic 31 20 19 7 2 79 3.90

Better-behaved bicyclists 29 21 22 5 1 78 3.92

Better street pavement 26 27 18 4 4 79 3.85

Better bicycle parking 15 22 32 7 1 77 3.56

answered question, average of 80

skipped question, average of 267

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

Excellent 32 11.8%

Good 166 61.3%

Bad 47 17.3%

No Opinion 26 9.6%

answered question 271

skipped question 76
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Table 17 - Response to Survey Question #7: What kind of roads and paths do you use most? (Select up to three) 

 

Table 18 - Response to Survey Question #8: Why do you ride your bicycle? (Select up to three) 

 
 

 

Table 19 - Response to Survey Question #8: Why do you ride your bicycle? (Other - fill in the blank) 

Write-in response 

Don't 

Social interaction with a group 

Not a rider 

If bike paths were better laid out I would bike more and not use my car 

to combat oil corporations from world domination. 

exercise pets 

Do not have a bicycle 

Privacy 

Gym 

Don't have a bike 

Write-in responses - 10 
Skipped question - 337 

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

Neighborhood streets 164 69.2%

Bicycle Paths 111 46.8%

Urban roadway with bicycle lane 104 43.9%

Rural roadway with bicycle lane 80 33.8%

Rural roadway without bicycle lane 59 24.9%

Off-road 37 15.6%

Urban roadway without bicycle lane 31 13.1%

answered question 237

skipped question 110

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

For my health 187 100.0%

For fun 187 100.0%

For the environment 73 39.0%

To save money 33 17.6%

Easy parking 19 10.2%

Faster than driving or public transit 15 8.0%

Other 9 4.8%

It is my main/only means of transportation 5 2.7%

Works best with public transit 2 1.1%

answered question 187

skipped question 160
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Table 20 – Response to Survey Question #9: How do the following act as barriers that prevent you from riding 

your bicycle more often? (For each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 
 

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier 

(4)

Moderate 

Barrier (3) 

Minor 

Barrier 

(2)

Not a Barrier 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle 

drivers 106 78 58 40 282 2.89

Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected 

bicycle lanes/paths) or unsafe Intersections in 

route 63 67 64 75 269 2.44

Too far to travel where I need to go 78 53 52 98 281 2.40

No bicycle lanes 62 56 70 77 265 2.39

Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths 

(debris, faded striping, potholes) 36 67 95 76 274 2.23

Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic 41 52 72 111 276 2.08

Weather 21 56 89 99 265 2.00

Too busy/no time 35 41 71 123 270 1.96

Lack of secure bicycle parking 25 53 67 130 275 1.90

Limited carrying capacity on bicycle 24 47 66 135 272 1.85

Unsafe conditions for children 38 40 30 161 269 1.83

Physically unable or out of shape 29 22 51 182 284 1.64

Limited capacity to accommodate bicycle on 

public transit 12 32 47 181 272 1.54Concerns about personal hygiene or lack of 

showers/lockers at destination 15 29 43 192 279 1.52

Concerns about mechanical reliability of a 

bicycle 6 24 50 198 278 1.42

Expectation to wear a helmet or other 

speciality equipment 10 15 35 215 275 1.35

answered question, average of 274

skipped question, average of 73
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Table 21 - Enthused and Confident Response to Survey Question #9, cross-referenced with Survey Question #2: 

How do the following act as barriers that prevent you from riding your bicycle more often? (For each row mark 

an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 
 

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier 

(4)

Moderate 

Barrier (3) 

Minor 

Barrier 

(2)

Not a 

Barrier 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe 

motor vehicle drivers 31 34 25 9 99 2.88
Gaps in the bicycling network 

(disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) 

or unsafe Intersections in route 20 32 28 16 96 2.58

No bicycle lanes 17 30 35 15 97 2.51

Poorly maintained bicycle 

lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, 

potholes) 11 24 48 14 97 2.33

Too far to travel where I need to go 19 25 19 35 98 2.29

Weather 6 20 48 21 95 2.12

Too busy/no time 12 21 24 39 96 2.06

Limited carrying capacity on bicycle 8 18 31 40 97 1.94

Lack of secure bicycle parking 7 17 28 45 97 1.86

Lack of confidence for bicycling in 

traffic 3 20 34 41 98 1.85

Unsafe conditions for children 12 17 8 60 97 1.80
Concerns about personal hygiene 

or lack of showers/lockers at 

destination 3 13 16 67 99 1.52

Limited capacity to accommodate 

bicycle on public transit 2 12 18 67 99 1.48

Physically unable or out of shape 2 4 19 73 98 1.34

Concerns about mechanical 

reliability of a bicycle 0 7 18 74 99 1.32

Expectation to wear a helmet or 

other speciality equipment 1 6 16 75 98 1.32

answered question, average of 98

skipped question, average of 250
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Table 22 - Interested but Concerned Response to Survey Question #9, cross-referenced with Survey Question 

#2: How do the following act as barriers that prevent you from riding your bicycle more often? (For each row 

mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 
 

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier

Moderate 

Barrier

Minor 

Barrier

Not a 

Barrier

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe 

motor vehicle drivers 43 24 8 10 85 3.18

No bicycle lanes 29 16 14 20 79 2.68

Gaps in the bicycling network 

(disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) 

or unsafe Intersections in route 23 21 15 22 81 2.56

Lack of confidence for bicycling in 

traffic 18 25 21 19 83 2.51

Too far to travel where I need to go 22 14 16 30 82 2.34

Poorly maintained bicycle 

lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, 

potholes) 11 22 25 26 84 2.21

Unsafe conditions for children 17 17 8 37 79 2.18

Lack of secure bicycle parking 8 23 20 33 84 2.07

Weather 6 14 22 38 80 1.85

Too busy/no time 5 9 28 40 82 1.74

Physically unable or out of shape 5 9 22 47 83 1.66

Limited carrying capacity on bicycle 4 12 18 49 83 1.65

Limited capacity to accommodate 

bicycle on public transit 5 13 12 52 82 1.65

Concerns about mechanical 

reliability of a bicycle 1 10 18 56 85 1.48

Concerns about personal hygiene 

or lack of showers/lockers at 

destination 2 7 17 58 84 1.44

Expectation to wear a helmet or 

other speciality equipment 2 4 11 67 84 1.30

answered question, average of 83

skipped question, average of 265
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Table 23 - Combined respondent groups, Enthused and Confident and Interested but Concerned, Response to 

Survey Question #9, cross-referenced with Survey Question #2: How do the following act as barriers that 

prevent you from riding your bicycle more often? 

 
  

Answer Options

Major 

Barrier 

(4)

Moderate 

Barrier (3) 

Minor 

Barrier 

(2)

Not a 

Barrier 

(1)

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Aggressive/ speeding/ unsafe motor 

vehicle drivers 74 58 33 19 184 3.02

No bicycle lanes 46 46 49 35 176 2.59

Gaps in the bicycling network 

(disconnected bicycle lanes/paths) or 

unsafe Intersections in route 43 53 43 38 177 2.57

Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths 

(debris, faded striping, potholes) 28 52 60 41 181 2.37

Too far to travel where I need to go 33 38 64 44 179 2.34

Weather 17 38 70 52 177 2.11

Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic 21 38 37 86 182 1.97

Lack of secure bicycle parking 11 43 54 74 182 1.95

Too busy/no time 17 30 52 79 178 1.92

Limited carrying capacity on bicycle 16 33 42 88 179 1.87

Unsafe conditions for children 20 30 24 104 178 1.81

Concerns about personal hygiene or lack 

of showers/lockers at destination 14 24 25 118 181 1.64

Limited capacity to accommodate bicycle 

on public transit 8 26 28 119 181 1.57

Physically unable or out of shape 6 15 38 122 181 1.48

Concerns about mechanical reliability of 

a bicycle 2 16 34 131 183 1.39

Expectation to wear a helmet or other 

speciality equipment 3 10 27 142 182 1.31

answered question, average of 180

skipped question, average of 167
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Table 24 – Response to Survey Question #9: How do the following act as barriers that prevent you from riding 

your bicycle more often? (Other - fill in the blank) 

Barrier Type Write-in response 

Moderate Barrier Lack of someone to ride with sometimes 

N/A I don't own a bike 

N/A 69 years old - too old to start riding 

N/A Lack of dedicated bike paths 

Moderate Barrier I relley don’t ride bicycle 

N/A Have no bike live 30 miles from town 

Major Barrier Steep hill I live on 

N/A Lack of separate bike path. People text and go toward bike path to often 

N/A Drivers only look for other cars downtown SLO 

N/A Don't really enjoy it 

Major Barrier A busy life! 

Not a Barrier But I ride regardless 

N/A Never learned to ride a bike 

N/A Age 

Major Barrier Wider bike lanes 

N/A I much prefer driving my car. I don't own a bicycle and have no plan to get one. 

N/A Rather run for exercise 

Major Barrier work clothes (dressy) 

N/A Off road path is the only safe roads to ride on in 5 cities and slo area!! 

N/A Don’t want to ride a bicycle 

Major Barrier no desire to ride 

N/A Very few child-friendly bicycling lanes or paths in Los Osos 

Major Barrier No capacity to accommodate bike on Ride-On Vanpool 

Moderate Barrier Difficult to conceal firearm 

N/A Don't bike 

Major Barrier No interest in bicycling 

Major Barrier Uphill streets 

N/A Have to take an elderly with me! 

N/A No interest in riding bicycles 

Not a Barrier Can't ride a bike 

N/A I can't ride because of multiple sclerosis balance problem. 

Major Barrier Rain 

Write-in responses - 32 
Skipped question - 315 
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Table 25 - Response to Survey Question #10: What is your gender? (Select one) 

 

Table 26 - Response to Survey Question #11: What is your age? (Fill in the blank) 

 
 

The response rate as reviewed by age demographic for San Luis Obispo County varies slightly from the American Community 

Survey data provided by the U.S. Census for 2007 – 2011 as represented in Table 1. Comparison of the bicycle use survey 

response age demographics with the American Community Survey reveals that the survey results over-represent age cohorts 

’55 to 59’, ’60 to 64’, ’65 and over’ by approximately 50 percent. Additionally, the responses to the bicycle use survey under-

represent age cohort ’25 to 34’ by approximately 50 percent and the ’20 to 24’ cohort by approximately 80 percent. The age 

cohorts ’10 to 14’ and ’15 to 19’ are also significantly under-representing the County age demographics. The bicycle use 

survey, however, was targeted toward Head of Householders, so it was assumed that replies from this sector of the County 

age demographics would not be fully represented. 

Table 27 - San Luis Obispo County Age Demographics, 2007-2011 

 
American Community Survey, 2007 – 2011. Table DP05. Data accessed on August 1, 2013  

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

Female 178 52.5%

Male 155 45.7%

Prefer not to reply 6 1.8%

answered question 339

skipped question 8

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

10 to 14 1 0.3%

15 to 19 4 1.3%

20 to 24 7 2.2%

25 to 34 17 5.4%

35 to 44 39 12.4%

45 to 54 59 18.7%

55 to 59 50 15.9%

60 to 64 39 12.4%

65 and over 99 31.4%

answered question 315

skipped question 32

Age Range

# of 

Persons % of Total

  10 to 14 14,661     6.1%

  15 to 19 22,756     9.4%

  20 to 24 28,245     11.7%

  25 to 34 30,718     12.7%

  35 to 44 29,836     12.3%

  45 to 54 39,677     16.4%

  55 to 59 19,489     8.1%

  60 to 64 16,019     6.6%

  65 and over 40,244     16.7%

Total 241,645   
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Table 28 - Response to Survey Question #12: What is your current employment status? (Select all that apply) 

  
 

Table 29 - Response to Survey Question #13: If there are children in your household, please indicate their grade 

level (select all that apply) 

 
 

Table 30 - Response to Survey Question #13: If there are children in your household, please indicate their grade 

level (Other - fill in the blank) 

Write-in responses 

16-18 

college 

college 

20yr 

3 yr and 1 yr 

CalPoly 

2 in Cuesta College 

7-12 

13 

7-12, college 

19 

7-12 

7-12 

age 2 

7-12 

7-12 

7-12 

2.5 and 5 years old 

Undergrads 

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

Full-time employment 153 46.9%

Retired 113 34.7%

Part-time employment 51 15.6%

Student 9 2.8%

answered question 326

skipped question 21

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

K-6 35 37.6%

7-12 29 31.2%

Other 29 31.2%

answered question 93

skipped question 254
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Grandkids 

7-12 

43 

College student at UC Davis (a great bike 
community!) 

14-17 

7-12 

Under 3 

1 year 

College 

7-12 

college 

university senior 

Toddler 

7-12 

7-12, college 

college freshman 

preschool 

1 year old 

9th 

2 year old 

16 (junior) 

college 

grandchildren, age 11, 3 years 

7-12 

7 

7-12 

High School and College 

3 

College 

AA 

Write-in responses - 49 
Skipped question - 315 

Table 31 - Response to Survey Question #14: If there are children in your household, how often do they walk or 

ride a bicycle to school? (For each row mark an 'x' in the appropriate column) 

 
 

Answer Options

Always 

(3)

Sometimes 

(2)

Never 

(1) 

Response 

Count

Weighted 

Score

Walk to school 6 16 58 80 1.35

Ride a bicycle to school 5 19 61 85 1.34

answered question, average of 83

skipped question, average of 265
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Table 32 - Response to Survey Question #15: What is your home ZIP code?  (Fill in the blank) 

 

 

Table 33 - Response to Survey Question #16: Are you of Spanish, Hispanic or Latino origin or descent? (Select 

one) 

 
 

Table 34 - Response to Survey Question #16: Are you of Spanish, Hispanic or Latino origin or descent? (Other - 

fill in the blank) 

Write-in responses 

Puerto Rican 

1/2 white, 1/2 mexican 

I didn't know hispanics as own ethnic group rode bikes differently than all other groups 

Yes, Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano 

1/2 portuguese 

Latino/Chicano/Native American 

What difference does it make 

Spanish 

Write-in responses - 8 
Skipped question - 339 
 

Compiled Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

Outside County 3 0.9%

City of San Luis Obispo Area 78 23.6%

South County 90 27.2%

North County Inland 100 30.2%

North County Coastal 60 18.1%

answered question 331

skipped question 16

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

No, not of Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin 260 90.0%

Yes, Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano 22 7.6%

Yes, another Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin 5 1.7%

Yes, Cuban 2 0.7%

answered question 289

skipped question 58
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Table 35 - Response to Survey Question #17: What is your race? (Select one) 

 

Table 36 - Response to Survey Question #17: What is your race? (Other - fill in the blank) 

Write-in responses 

American 

Mexico Indigenous 

Human 

1/2 white 1/2 mexican 

Does it matter? 

Dutch, really tan people don't ask 
me 

British 

Chinese/Italian/British 

White 

What difference does it make 

my kids are crow tribe 

Why not just american 

Californian 

Write-in responses - 13 
Skipped question - 334 

Table 37 - Response to Survey Question #18: Are you familiar with these organizations? (Select all that apply) 

 

  

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

White 273 88.9%

Other 19 6.2%

American Indian or Alaska Native 6 2.0%

Japanese 3 1.0%

Black or African American 2 0.7%

Other Asian 2 0.7%

Korean 1 0.3%

Filipino 1 0.3%

answered question 307

skipped question 40

Answer Options

Response 

Count

Response 

Percent

SLO County Bicycle Coalition 120 95.2%

SLO Regional Rideshare 126 100.0%

answered question 126

skipped question 221
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Table 38 - Response to Survey Question #19: Is there anything you would like to share regarding the subject of 

the survey? Please share your thoughts below: 

I admire people who use bikes as means of transportation. I just wish they were more considerate of drivers of 
vehicles and ride in single file on roads so I may pass them safely. So many ride double and triple on narrow 
roads (Hwy 41, 46 and 1) making very dangerous situations for all. 

Two wheel vehicles should never be allowed on roads with four wheel vehicles! 

Please fix Highway 1 so it's safe for bikes, motorcycles and cars! 

Rather than bicycle paths, North County needs a senior facility with an indoor track so my husband and I can 
walk daily during hot summers and cold wet winters. 

Bicyclists must act more carefully as they do not own the road. I encounter many that do not obey traffic like: 
not stopping at stop signs, 2-3 side by side into lanes of traffic to "visit" and rarely use hand signals indicating 
their intentions 

Bicyclist should be taxed for their use of government. Tax bicycle lanes. Law enforcement should enforce 
existing laws against bicyclists. 

When I rode bicycles, I never rode "double breasted" on roadways making it difficult for cars to proceed safely. I 
wish this habit was enforced. 

Need more bike safety taught to children 

Don't waste our tax dollars to ask these questions. 

I am trying for exercise - need to bond up to it 

Not sure? 

Thanks for survey. Larger shoulders would be nice lining south county to SLO! 

Cyclists should always ride single file in the bike lane. 

Sorry I wasn't more helpful 

Not enough safe options for family recreational riding (such as Bob Jones Trail). Suggest Cayucos - Morro Trail or 
Morro - SLO Trail. 

Walking is very important to us but we travel by car 4 miles round trip to find a safe place to walk. Sidewalks are 
needed in Atascadero residential areas. 

Need to know how this information would be used. What is the cost impact of any program that results. Who 
paid for this survey?   

It is my opinion that this city (Paso Robles) would be better served by investing in repairing the existing city 
roads which are riddled with potholes; and is poorly maintained. For the majority of residence who own cars not 
bikes this is more important. 

Thanks for doing this!  I love using my bike around SLO. 

Bicycles are for fun. Cars are for transportation. Spend money on road improvements, not bicycle lanes. 

I am more comfortable riding in large cities where there are wide shoulders even on busy streets than in San Luis 
Obispo and the South County 

I'm depending try cournty and bus. I'm trying to get anather elec wheelchair and need bus to come up to 13617 
old morro rd. Im relle whant downtown. 

I would like to see a bike path that would link N. Atasc. To Templeton so you don't have to ride on the 101. 
Maybe along the railroad tracks would eventually like to see a bike path that runs along the river from Margarita 
to Paso. 

It is difficult bicycling the 5 Cities area especially Grover Beach since all their roads except Grand Ave. had huge 
unsafe path des. Also in Arroyo Grande there are a lot of bicycling lanes that end in the middle of the road. 

For a town that is the top 10 in the county for fitness you would think we would have more bike paths (not 
lanes) PATHS 

Look forward to city to sea bike path completion! 

Funds need to be allocated for creating class 1 paths that link SLO County. 

As above, I have been driving behind people who I see texting and I see they coast toward the right side of lane 
with bike path. I used to feel ok in bike paths beside a street but no longer. 

Extending the Bob Jones Trail and/or extending trails similar would be awesome…like a trail following the 
railroad tracks from Pismo to SLO. 
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Maintenance, or at least cleaning/sweeping of the bike lanes should have a higher priority as they often have 
more debris than a traffic lane and are less than useful and even dangerous then. 

I am very concerned about the unsafe roads near Cambria. I support bicyclists and want safe conditions for 
them. 

Thank you for putting out this survey. I hope it helps to get more bike paths not just lanes. 

Thanks for making a great county for cycling and ridesharing and changing the culture for better environment. 

Thank you   

Very good. But, you should include 1) distance ridden/week, 2) on # 2 question: backcountry rds with little 
traffic; no bike lanes 

Bike groups need to remember to ride single file on our roads, we live in the country and they are constantly 
riding 2-4 wide on narrow winding roads making it dangerous for everyone and annoying! 

What does race have to do with anything? 

If there isn't a master bike plan - countywide - there should be. This would be a good project for SLOCOG. 

Old Creek Rd. Needs a complete bicycle path it's very unsafe esp. when riders travel 2 across. 

The bicycle paths are getting better 

More bike path so it is safe without cars to travel in small groups. But use more bike path Morro to Cayucos 

Sorry, my husband and I are only here for holidays, vacations and weekends. We don't have a bicycle here yet.  

There are never enough bike trails. We are always looking for a new one! 

Worry about gravel on the roadways 

Too many adult and children run stop signs and lights. Ride on wrong side of streets and on sidewalks. Please 
educate children safety rule in school. 

It is 2013 no space for 1/2 white 1/2 hispanic 

England has a great coalition called 'commutercise' 

I'm looking forward to having the Cayucos/Morro bay connector done so that I can take my grandchildren to MB 
and back. Thanks! 

I live on a hill and bicycling is impractical. At my age I feel my cycling days are behind me plus I just had foot 
surgery. 

I think by cycle riding is great!  Anything to improve roads, safety facility is a good thing!!! 

The Bob Jones trail is our favorite. We hope it will extended soon!  Very safe for children. 

The bikes are often a joke. We need a physical barrier like a curb between cars and bikes. I have seen european 
cities with car lane, car parking, curb, bike lane, pedestrian walk. This is ideal! 

Currently do not own a bike. Would like to ride for pleasure. 

Waste of $ 

Good luck. Better roads, educate motorists educate other cyclists not to ride 2x/3x wide in traffic. 

Appreciate that someone cares and hope actions will move toward better bicycling. 

Why when road riders ride in a group one or more feel the need to ride on the wrong side of the white line? (in 
traffic) 

More pancakes and skateboard lock up zones. 

Keep up the great work with adding trails especially off road! 

20 years ago, I lived in Summit County, Co where there were 56 miles of beautiful paved and maintained off-
road bike trails, all connected. That I have watched the Bob Jones Trail be unfinished for 16 years is disgraceful. 

When there is no bike lane a rider should be able to use the sidewalk until they can safely go back in the street 
bike path. 

Public transit should be able to carry semi-recumbent bikes. 

Bike riders should not ride so close to traffic 

Would love to see connected routes to downtown and schools 

We moved to SLO (we are a young professional couple with kids) based on its bike friendliness. It's important. 

When there are sponsored bicycle races on the coast the bicyclists need to be insured like motor vehicles. These 
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people are dangerous. I have seen many near misses and situations caused by these events. 

Would like to bike more, need to fix bikes. 

Moved from bay area six years ago where they had vastly more cycling options. 

I feel we have some of the best riding conditions of any, both for sport and transportation. 

Sorry survey so late - paperwork got buried. 

Would ride lots if offroad path. Bicycles belong only single file, side of road. If they want respect, stop riding 2-3 
a brest over line to many blow through stop signs. Few (not all) cause negative feelings from drivers who follow 
laws. I will always share the road, but to many bikers ignore safety, ride in middle of road on blind curves, tell 
them to please ride safe!! 

I live within the city and the traffic is just too much to make bicycling relaxing or fun. I have no bike path near my 
home - Higuera path too risky to get on (Higuera + Marsh)  Thank you for asking. 

We need more bike lanes and bike paths in this beautiful county 

Race shouldn't matter!! 

Bicycling is not only popular with county residents. There are lots of riders from outside county. Perhaps better 
riding opportunities would stimulate economy. 

Has anyone looked at getting money for the rails to trails fed. Program? 

I would rather see roads better maintained for drivers. More bike access is a joke. Most of the bike riders don't 
live here, but pass through. Why should I pay for them? 

Up here in Atas. Bicyclists are very considerate of drivers, never had a problem. 

The use of bumps segregating bike lanes from vehicle lanes would improve safety. 

Encourage people to ride for health and energy concerns 

Tell bicycle riders that some of them riding abreast or conversing are acting dangerously 

Ride daily to Cal Poly Campus 

The bikes get in the way, like on Hwy 1 

Nothing that I want to share…if you can't say anything nice… 

Please equip RTA Route 10 with a few buses that can hold more bikes. 7a southbound is from outlets and 4:22 
and 5:22 NB routes from Marian Hospital. 

Promotion of bicycling in north county area would be good. 

I understand folks like riding bicycles - I do feel it is ridiculously stupid for folks to ride pulling trailers with 
children on winding 2 lane canyon roads. No driver wants to hurt someone on a bike and bicyclists should ride 
on paths and safe roads. Take responsibility for riding on River Road or Price Canyon!! 

We would love to see more bike paths and lanes in Los Osos, and especially on streets with less traffic. 

I think this community is great for cycling. I believe that additional bike lanes would benefit cyclists and drivers 
alike. I would bike more if not for work constraints and distance to kids schools. 

We need a bike artery thru the center of town bypassing car traffic. Also, also morro bay to slo. Thanks! 

Cyclists need to learn the rules of the road. They don't stop at signals and are not courteous on the roads or the 
bike lanes  and they ride opposing traffic and on the sidewalks 

I walk most places in Morro Bay and then drive to SLO which is far for me to bike on a freeway with three kids. If 
I lived in SLO, I would probably bike more. 

Possible to fence off area in already existing parking structures to accommodate lockers for storage of purchases 
if want to go to restaurant or movie after retail shopping. Would be willing to pay for access and security and 
maintenance per visit. 

Bicycling is not at all a practical way to travel in a spread out rural environment like SLO County. For short 
distances within a city - I used to. Out in the country where I live now - now way. 

I encourage the building of more bicycle lanes. 

More bike paths in Los Osos and other areas would be nice. 

If alternative transportation to driving that accommodated my needs was available I would use it. 

Speaking for the city of SLO only, I'd love to see more bike paths or protected bike boulevards that connect all 
different parts of town. I'd like to see more intersections with bike sensors and bike only lights; or with the green 
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bike only zones at the front of the light. Make transitions from bike paths to roads/other paths easy for bikers. 
For example, the end of the path in SLO between the train station and Orcutt rd. the end comes out in the 
middle of Orcutt, and it's hard if you're turning left from the path or turning left onto it. If the path were 
extended to the intersection of Orcutt and Laurel, and bike only lights added, it would make it easier for bikes to 
navigate correctly. 

I would like to see more bike garages at ride share meeting/parking points. Also would like to see more easily 
accessible info, as to how to obtain access to bike garages (locked boxes). Thank you! 

An occasional sweeping of bike lanes throughout county would allow cyclists to stay right, and in available bike 
lanes, instead of outside to avoid debris. 

Would love more bike paths in Paso! 

My main concerns are driver "unawareness" for bicyclers and reckless drivers. Also streets not designed for the 
amount of traffic currently driving - much less the bicyclists too!  POTHOLES ALSO! 

Bicyclists need to pay as much attention as drivers do, so everyone can stay safe. 

Bicyclists like motorists, need and deserve more tickets from police for breaking traffic laws. We need to share 
the road not demand the right of way causing accidents!  Single file riding only, same with motorcycles. Also, got 
one of those too! 

Many existing bike racks do not function well. The Bob Jones trail needs to be completed. Wild Cherry Canyon 
completed. 

Please keep bicycle lanes from getting too rough (surface). Also maintain regular schedule cleaning the lanes 
(broken glass, rocks, etc) 

Please make a direct connection between northern Atascadero and Templeton. 

If you are going to spend my taxes for bicycles and improved roadways and parking for bicycles then charge 
bicycles for road use and maintenance. 

We would like to see more bike trails like Bob Jones 

Keep horses off designated bike trails, they destroy the terrain. 

Good luck and great advocacy in the community by SLOCO Bicycle Coalition. 

While I appreciate the sport of cycling it is very unsafe and irritating when cyclists don't ride single file. I respect 
their right and their space on the road, however, that's not always the case with some cyclists. Kudos for 
working on something healthy for the county :) 

We should be planning european style bike lanes! 

My husband and I would love a safe bicycle route from Los Osos to Morro Bay. 

Cars should be the main consideration as far as road use and priority. 

Enforcement of traffic laws need to be increased or enforced for both bicycle and automobile drivers equally. 

I moved here from Davis CA. I rode my bike every day!  Now - I rarely do. Too far and too dangerous. 

Highway 1 north of Cambria is a disgrace for a county that prides itself on tourism. 

It would be nice to have a bike path from Los Osos to Cuesta College and Cal Poly so that more students would 
be able to bike safely to school. 

Bicyclists should have to get a permit at least every 2 years to remind them to obey traffic laws. 

Thank you. We need better infrastructure and more bike awareness!  (motorists need to be educated on cyclists 
rights) 

There are some roads that bicycles do not belong on. Old creek rd. 

We need a bike path that's safe from SLO to South County. I believe we do a really poor job of keeping roadsides 
clean in the little space given to ride a wish somehow we could get glass off road. 

I have friends who bike on Highway 1, but I don't want to be on a road with vehicle traffic 

No 

Cherry Canyon - make it a priority :) 

Bicyclists should adhere to signs saying "share the road" 

Balance is a problem. Did ride bicycles until about 70. 

Due to multiple sclerosis, I am no longer able to ride a bicycle. If my health were no so impaired, I would be 
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riding. 

Thank you for your concern 

I live 8 miles out from Santa Margarita. I must travel to Atascadero to pick up my mother for appointments and 
groceries. 

My son rides his bike over to Broad and Orcutt everyday for work. I pray he makes it home safe. The cars are too 
fast and too close to the bikes. What if you fell, you would be run over. 

We definitely need more bike riding paths. It would be nice to have safe paths near the ocean areas like Pismo 
and Cambria. 

Some drivers ignore safety responsibility toward bicyclists - some bicyclists ignore traffic rules and safe driving. 

Bicycling is wonderful, I'm always very to happy to see bicyclists. 

Aggressive riders who don't like sharing the road - usually there's some of each. Bikers are often on the losing 
end. 

Class I needed to connect Cayucos to Morro Bay. 

Loved riding on bicycles in Santa Barbara because of extensive bike paths and lanes on streets - rode frequently 
and for lengthy rides. So disappointed no bike paths in South County when I arrived here 10 + years ago. 

More bike paths. 

Seriously - must be a better way to obtain this info - it is 2013!!? 

1. Fix road on Highway 1 that needs repaving. 2. have more bike paths, would love it. 

Why does race have anything to do with bicycles?  Maintain the roads and shoulders first! 

Lots of bicyclists on Highway 1 but conditions are very poor. Need a bike path from Morro Bay to Cayucos. The 
highway is not suitable for bicycles. 

Question 9 is too difficult - test is too hard - re-formulate to all multiple choice. 

Waste of money, just hope it wasn't taxpayer $$ 

Finish the Bob Jones Trail! 

I would like to see all roads paved wide enough for a bike lane - even if it's not widely used, it's safer for all. 

  Write-in responses - 147 
  Skipped question - 200 
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Appendix B: Bicycle Barrier Survey 
San Luis Obispo Council of Governments Bicycle Use Survey 
 
Please take a moment to fill out the following survey from the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG). Your responses will be used 
to create priorities for programs and infrastructure investments in the region. The questions are primarily about bicycling. If you don’t ride a 
bicycle, PLEASE respond to the survey anyway. Your information is valuable to us.  

 
All responses are kept confidential and should be returned using the envelope provided. Please follow all instructions and return the survey via mail. Thank you.  
 
1. How often do you use the following forms of transportation? (For each row mark and ‘x’ in the appropriate column) 

 Never 
1-4 times  
per Year 

1-4 Times  
per Month 

1-4 Times  
per Week 

Daily 

Bicycle      

Bus/Public Transportation      

Carpool/Vanpool      

Drive Alone      

Walk      

Other:___________________________      
 
2. Which of the following best describes your bicycling behavior? (Select one) 

  I am comfortable riding on almost any road or intersection in the county regardless of road conditions, traffic speed and volume 
  I am comfortable riding on certain roads with wide shoulders, bicycle lanes, and easy to navigate intersections  
  I am only comfortable on bicycle paths away from motor vehicles 
  I am only comfortable riding on roads with bicycle lanes, neighborhood streets with low traffic speed and volume, and on bicycle paths  
  I have no interest in riding bicycles (If you choose this option, feel free to skip ahead to question 9 located on the reverse side) 

 
3. How often do you do the following types of bicycling? (For each row mark and ‘x’ in the appropriate column) 

 Never 
1-4 times  
per Year 

1-4 Times  
per Month 

1-4 Times  
per Week 

Daily 

Bicycling for recreation (exercise, health, fun, family)      

Bicycling for transportation (errands, school, work)      

Other:_____________________________      
 
4. How often do ride your bicycle in the following areas? (For each row mark and ‘x’ in the appropriate column) 

 Never 
1-4 times  
per year 

1-4 Times  
per Month 

1-4 Times  
per week 

Daily 

City of San Luis Obispo Area       

North County Coastal      

North County Inland      

South County      
 
5. What would make San Luis Obispo County a better place for bicycling? (For each row mark and ‘x’ in the appropriate column) 

 Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

Better-behaved bicyclists     

Better-behaved motorists     

Better bicycle parking     

Better bus access for bicycles     

Better street pavement     

Less traffic     

More bike lanes     

More bike paths     

Other: ________________________     
 
6. How would you describe San Luis Obispo County as a place for bicycling? (Select one) 

  Excellent   Good   Poor    Bad   No Opinion 
 
7. What kind of roads and paths do you use most? (Select up to three)  

  Bike paths   Rural roadway with bike lane   Urban roadway without bike lane 

  Neighborhood streets   Rural roadway without bike lane  

  Off-road   Urban roadway with bike lane  

8. Why do you ride your bike? (Select up to three)  

  Easy parking   For my health   To save money 

  Faster than driving or public transit   For the environment   Works best with public transit 

  For fun   It is my main/only means of transportation   Other ___________________ 
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9. How do the following act as barriers that prevent you from riding your bike more often? (For each row mark and ‘x’ in the appropriate column) 

 Not a Barrier Minor Barrier 
Moderate 

Barrier 
Major Barrier 

Aggressive/speeding/unsafe motor vehicle drivers     

Concerns about mechanical reliability of a bicycle     

Concerns about personal hygiene or lack of showers/lockers at destination     

Expectation to wear a helmet or other specialty equipment     

Gaps in the bicycling network (disconnected bike lanes/paths) or unsafe 

intersections in route 
    

Lack of confidence for bicycling in traffic     

Lack of secure bicycle parking facilities     

Limited carrying capacity on the bicycle     

No bicycle lanes     

Physically unable or out of shape     

Poorly maintained bicycle lanes/paths (debris, faded striping, potholes)     

Too busy/no time     

Too far to travel where I need to go     

Unsafe conditions for children     

Weather     

Other: _________________________________     

 
10. What is your gender? (Select one) 

  Male   Female   Prefer not to reply 

 
11. What is your age? ___________________ 

 
12. What is your current employment status? (Select all that apply) 

  Full-time employment   Part-time employment   Retired   Student 

 
13. If there are children in your household, please indicate their grade level. (Select all that apply) 

  K-6   7-12  Other______  

    
14. If there are children in your household, how often do they walk or ride a bicycle to school? (For each row mark and ‘x’ in the appropriate column) 

 Never Sometimes Always 

Ride a bicycle to school    

Walk to school    

 
15. What is your home ZIP code?       

 
16. Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? (Select one) 

  No, not of Hispanic, Latino or Spanish origin   Yes, Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano  

  Yes, Cuban   Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin (please print)  

       

 
15. What is your race? (Select one) 

  American Indian or Alaska Native    Filipino   Native Hawaiian 

  Asian Indian   Guamanian or Chamorro   Samoan 

  Black, African American, or Negro  

  Chinese  

  Japanese  

  Korean 

  Vietnamese  

  White 

  Other Asian 

   

  Other Pacific Islander  

   

  Other 

   

   

17. Are you familiar with these organizations? (Select all that apply) 

  San Luis Obispo County Bicycle Coalition   SLO Regional Rideshare 

 

17. Is there anything else you would like to share regarding the subject of the survey? Please share your thoughts below: 

 

The San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG) is an association of local governments in the San Luis Obispo County Region. Its members include all 7 cities 
(Arroyo Grande, Atascadero, Grover Beach, Morro Bay, Paso Robles, Pismo Beach, and San Luis Obispo) as well as unincorporated areas of San Luis Obispo County. 
SLOCOG provides transportation planning and funding for the region, and serves as a forum for the study and resolution of regional issues. In addition to preparing the 
regionʼs long-range transportation plan, SLOCOG plans regional public transit and other alternative methods of transportation. www.slocog.org 


